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Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled So Sag Ich’s Meinem Kinde is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The Classification Office has given due consideration to whether the book promotes or 
supports, or tends to promote or support the exploitation of children and young 
persons for sexual purposes; and to the extent, manner and degree to which the book 
exploits the nudity of children and young persons and describes, depicts, or otherwise 
deals with sexual conduct with or by children, or young persons, or both. 

So Sag Ich’s Meinem Kinde, which translates as Howl Tell My Child About It: Affection 
and Cuddles, Love and Sexuality, is a 192 page book written in German. It is a sex 
education manual for parents which presents sexuality as a natural part of a child’s life 
which they should react to and accept. It includes reference to the work of reputable 
experts. A child’s interest in sexuality is not encouraged, but nor is it forbidden. The 
author believes children are capable of all forms of sexuality at any age and that any 
part of the body can be sexual. A low key approach to children watching their parents 
engaging in sexual activity is advocated. While this book presents more liberal 
attitudes towards child sexuality, the Classification Office has given weighting to the 
fact that it contributes to the wider debate on this topic, and to the manner of 
presentation whereby the author puts forward her views in the sincere conviction that 
her suggestions are good and will benefit both parents and their children. 

The Classification Office does not consider that the manner in which this book outlines 
general exploration of a child’s body by another child or an adult, or the incidental way 
in which any touching of genitals may arise during the cuddles or games as outlined in 
the book to be for a sexual purpose. While this book deals with the sexuality of 
children and young persons, it does so in a manner which is not considered to promote 
or support, or tend to promote or support the exploitation of children and young 
persons for sexual purposes, given that it is not designed to titillate the reader, but 
rather to provide a general and broad discussion of sexuality. 
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So Sag Ich’s Meinem Kinde discusses the sexuality of children and young persons in 
a very broad sense which includes most forms of physical awareness and is not 
restricted in its focus to the genitals. The author considers children playing ‘doctor and 
nurse’ games and exploring each other in private to be acceptable. While this book 
outlines general exploration of any part of a child’s body by another child or an adult, 
the manner in which it does is not considered to constitute sexual conduct with or by 
children or young persons. 

The book contains images and descriptions of child nudity including black and white 
photographs of naked children and their genitalia. The author advocates playing some 
games with naked children and promotes selected children’s books which depict naked 
children. However when the nudity of children or young persons is depicted, there is 
no focus upon their genitalia and the photographs and associated text do not attempt 
to titillate the reader. Therefore the book is not considered to exploit the nudity of 
children or young persons in a manner or to a degree which would be considered likely 
to be injurious to the public good. 

The Classification Office considers that, overall, the availability of the book would be 
unlikely to be injurious to the public good. In classifying the book no limits have been 
placed on the rights and freedoms contained in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990. 
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